I. Introduction
Th e relationship between the Catholic Church, the Government and the Communist Party in Poland, and particularly the rhetorical aspects of that relationship, is an exceptionally important research problem. As pointed out by e.g. Cezary Ornatowski 1 and Andrzej Chwalba, 2 the authors quoted in a book by Jerzy Axer, 3 that relationship has never been smooth, and has always been exceptionally complex. It is especially noteworthy that, as Andrzej Chwalba has demonstrated, religious metaphors have always been present in the Polish, not exactly political but socialist, phraseology. 4 Complications also arise from a common belief that the meanings of religious concepts used in public discourse in Poland in the 1990s determine the values that we link with e.g. democratic values or sometimes even liberal ones, though they rest on religious beliefs.
5 Th ey are usually some language clichés which become
